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WARNING: GRAPHIC PICTURES OF CAT VOMIT IN THIS POST. YECCH!
Mama-Mazie, our foster cat, is a sweet girl. Just barely older than her own kittens, Chester, Cara and Polly, she's been waiting
for her forever family to find her for months. No one has asked after her. No one wants to adopt her. I couldn't understand
why because she's a VERY sweet cat and loves to “talk” to me. Her eyes are sparkling green and full of life-that is until
yesterday afternoon.
I'm still struggling with constant headaches after a car accident I was in last year. Yesterday I had to have Trigger Point
Injections followed by Physical Therapy. Basically TPI means, stick LOTS of needles into your muscle to “tenderize” the meat
(muscle). It's not so bad until they find a knot in the muscle. That feels like a hornet sting. The Doctor did A shots into my
upper back and into my NECK. Unhappy camper, was I.
I raced home to attend an online web presentation about Public Relations for shelters. I sat down for about 5 minutes, then
realized I needed to feed the foster cats. I got their food ready and ran upstairs. The second I walked in the door something
was wrong. Mazie was resting on top of a pillow. She looked uncomfortable. I went over to her and petted her. Tried to lift her
down to the floor to see if she could walk. She CRIED when I touched her.
The kittens were clamoring to be fed, so I got them fed, but Mazie didn't want to eat. Bad sign. She is ALWAYS ready to eat.
She was also unusually quiet. It's not the end of the world if a cat misses a meal. I ran down stairs to take part in the
presentation. Meanwhile I started to fret about Mazie...I had a flashback that she had very loose stool on Sunday. Was she
brewing a virus?
I couldn't concentrate on the talk so I ran back upstairs. That's when I saw it.
The wall, the bed, the cat tree, the floor was covered in vomit. It looked like a crime scene. My first fear was that it was CARA,
but I had no way to know who did it. Mazie had moved to the floor and was laying on a cat bed, looking miserable. She started
to lick her mouth, got up and went to a corner of the room and vomited. It wasn't much. Looked like the stomach contents
after everything else had already come out.
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I started to get really upset. I called Connie. Thankfully, she was on her way home from work and said she could stop by. I
went back to Mazie. I petted her again, this time trying to feel for injury, but she didn't want to be touched. She hissed and
cried. She was in a lot of pain.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Vomit, everywhere.
I thought about the morning. Mazie and the gang were playing in my bedroom. She did see Nora and hissed at her, but that
wouldn't make her get so sick. She ran around the room chasing the laser pointer light. Maybe she twisted a leg, pulled a
muscle? No...she could walk, but it was very slowly. She kept trying to get away from me, searching the room for a place to
hide.
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I called the Vet. They were about to close. Now I faced taking Mazie to the ER Vet when we just don't have the funds to cover
that sort of visit. Connie got to my house in record time. I was so glad to see her. We spoke about whether or not to take her
to the ER. We knew they would charge a lot more for the same tests that Dr Larry would run, but if Mazie could get through
the night it would be better on all of us.
I really felt like I was getting kicked when I'm down. I've always found a way to come up with whatever I need for the cats, but
now I found myself just shaking my head. I had to chose to keep Mazie home. We'd have to make it to the morning. Maybe
she'd even feel better by then?
I checked on Mazie every hour until midnight. She refused to eat or drink. She did pee and poop (though that was not
completely normal). She did not seem to be in pain in the litter pan, so that was good. So what WAS wrong with her?
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©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. My poor, sweet girl.
I tried to leave Mazie alone other than the quick check on her. I put my pajamas on and hoped I wouldn't have to do a middleof-the-night drive to the ER. I couldn't clean up the linens from her vomit without moving her off the bed. It was only on the
end of the bed, so I carefully set a place for myself to half lay down next to Mazie and not be in puke. Was that fun? No.
With my bad neck and back it was not good. Polly came over and laid on my shoulder, then moved to next to my face. She
purred and looked at me, seemingly delighted that I finally was going to sleep with them one night. Mazie was still. Her
breathing was shallow, but not too rapid. She was not open mouth breathing. Just laying there.
At 2 AM Mazie used the pan again. After that I was so tired, I dragged myself to bed. Set the alarm for 7am and fell into a
nightmareish sleep.
This morning Mazie refused to eat. She was no better and no worse. I packed her up and took her to the Vet. She cried at the
Vet's office. I told her it would be ok and that I would be back for her. They're going to give her fluids and do some bloodwork,
probably a few x-rays, too. Hopefully I'll have some idea of what happened, fairly soon.

UPDATE: As I was writing this, Dr Larry called me. Mazie's white blood count is 53,000! High
normal is 19,000. Her x-rays were clear. They can't get a cath into her-she is in too much pain
and is resisting. They gave her sub-q fluids and injectable antibiotics. If she doesn't perk up,
she will have to be transferred to an ER Hospital. They are repeating her FIV/FELV test-just in
case. We do not know the cause for Mazie's infection.
Mazie was so bright and sunny barely 24 hours ago. Now the light has gone out of her eyes and she's in terrible pain.
If you'd like to help Mazie get the Vet Care she needs, please use the ChipIn widget below. Your donation IS tax deductible.
Thank you for helping her. I am going to set the goal total high enough to cover a day at the ER Vet if it comes to that. I'll
lower it if she stablizes later today. Remember, every dollar helps!!

Please be okay, Mazie. We're rooting for you.
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I am so sorry Mazie is so sick - we are sending her tons of purrs and prayers to get better!
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