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A room can be described as having four walls, a window or two, some furnishings, a door, but when it’s the foster room,
there’s an additional something contained in the space that only kittens can create.
The door opens, but with effort because the kittens are HUNGRY and anxiously pushing their way OUT of the door as you try to
open it inwards. They explode in a flood of fur and frantic limbs, while a few tiny cries punctuate the silence. Once freed, they
turn around to scramble right back IN to the room because that’s where the food has magically appeared. They gulp, lick and
maybe growl a bit, as they take in the nutrients that give them their robust physique. The energy they draw inside, radiates
outwardly, refilling the room with a “buzz” that’s palpable.

©2013 Robin A.F. Olson. Mellie, Petey and the gang.
Any humans in the room may not consciously be aware, but they too are being energized by the kittens as they enjoy their
meal. The energy amps up as the kittens wash their faces and ready themselves for playtime. They race around the room,
increasing the sensation. They leap and we might laugh, surprised at how high they fly. They fall off the bed and get right
back up. They fight over a toy until it’s shredded to bits. Meanwhile the room reflects all this energy to those in it making the
space become somehow alive itself.
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Then quiet. It’s time for rest. The kittens sleep in huddled puddles, purring on a heated blanket. We might rest with them, too.
Our energy, abated. The room exhales, but still vibrates from the life inside it.
The foster room is like no other. I may have other cats in my home, but this space is sacred. It’s magical. I
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always feel refreshed after being around these precious lives in this special place.

©2013 Robin A.F. Olson. After breakfast Mel washes up before getting ready for playtime.
But one by one I know the kittens will have to leave, to be adopted and go to their “forever homes.” The magical room will fall
silent until it is filled again. I dread entering the foster room when it’s empty. It feels sad and lost without its infant inhabitants.
I’ve begun to notice that the kittens realize it, too. As a few kittens leave, the remaining ones fall silent, play a bit less, are a
bit more tentative. They know something happened, but maybe aren’t sure what. Will their siblings return? Did something bad
befall them? The routine has changed, too. Everything feels so confusing. The energy is less. Perhaps we’re all dreading what
will come—the empty room.

©2013 Robin A.F. Olson. Our nightly ritual-the kittens on their human cat bed.
Last week Barney and Willow were adopted. Then, on Sunday, four more kittens left us for their homes. It was
like ripping off a bandage and this one hurt more than most others. Perhaps I’m greedy for the love I got from
them and just wanted more. Perhaps I was addicted to the joy I could depend on no matter how bad my day
was.
All I know is the magic room is changing again and this time I dread opening the door.
…to be continued…
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Yup, all too true.. (well
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Yup, all too true.. (well except the escaping part, and my door opens out not in) a very good description of foster rooms
through out the world..
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