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I often get emails and calls from people asking me to take their cat. Usually the reason is a family member has
allergies or they're moving and for some (stupid, if you ask me) reason they can't bring their cat/s with them. I
always do the best I can to help, but more often than not, all I can do is send out an email to my peers and see
if someone else can jump in and take over. Even if I did have a shelter and not a few foster homes, we'd never
be able to take on all the cats who need help.
Enter Dacus.
Dacus contacted me about his cats FeFe and Meow. He lives in the town where I first rescued southern kitties: McDonough,
Georgia. I have a special connection to that town since my house has had dozens of southern belles from there pass through
our rescue program since we began in 2010.
Dacus's story was different. He and his wife are in so much physical pain that they are unable to provide care for their two
adult cats.

Dacus didn't dump his problem on me. He began looking for help by reaching out to as many
rescues in his area who could possibly help him. He was turned away because he was honest,
saying one of the two cats was a bit shy and due to the cat's ages they were certainly not
easily-adoptable kittens any longer.

I know for a fact that the municipal animal control in his town WILL take his cats and they might have a DAY
there before they end up being euthanized due to the burden of over-crowded conditions they constantly face. The cats
won't stand a chance to leave there alive and Dacus knows that.
But Dacus and his cats are running out of options. In his own words, this is his story:
“The reason we are trying to re-home the cats is because my wife and myself have back and neck problems due to car
accidents. We are both in our sixties. On March 2nd 2016 we were involved in another rear end collision. This accident has
exacerbated both of our previous injuries. She was injured in 2012 and has lingering problems with her neck and back. In that
accident she was also rear ended. She can hardly lift anything and day to day chores are painful for her. I, too, have medical
problems. I was injured at work in 2014 when the tug I was driving was hit by another tug in the back. Due to the accident I
have back, neck and face problems. I have trigeminal neuralgia [1]. It has gotten considerably worse since the accident on
March 2nd. I have constant headaches and face and neck pain. The more that I do the more the trigeminal neuralgia hurts. My
lips go to sleep and my teeth hurt like I have an abscess tooth. Lifting things, especially things that are heavy, cause my face
and head to hurt. Sometimes just getting out of bed will cause my lips to go to sleep. It is very painful to carry and change out
the cat litter. In addition to the back and neck pain I had shoulder surgery in January 2016. We can’t physically take care of
them. We would like to re-home them in a loving home so their quality of life stays the same. We have tried hard to find a
rescue center and/or a rehoming agency to take them. We do not want to take them to the Animal Control Center and
this is our last resort.”
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FeFe. Used with permission of Dacus G.
About FeFe (from Dacus)
Fefe is a 9 year old indoor only cat. She has been with us for 8 years. She is current on her shots, March 2016, is FIV
negative. She has a heart murmur and has had a heart murmur as long as we have had her. It doesn’t cause any problems
and she is healthy. She is spayed. She is a gray, white and brown long haired mix but she looks like a Norwegian Forest
Cat. She has short legs and has never been known to jump or the table or kitchen counters. She is a sweet cat that loves to be
petted but is not a lap cat. She will climb upon your stomach and give you a belly massage. She is very friendly but
loves to be petted on “her terms.” She gets along with other cats, but we have never had her near a dog. She shared our
home with a cat that recently died. The cat that died was 19 years old.

FeFe. Used with permission of Dacus G.
About Meow (from Dacus)
Meow is a 3 year old indoor/outdoor cat. He comes into the house during the day and sleeps in the garage at night. We
generally let him and out when he wants. He is the classic tuxedo cat. His mother was a feral cat that we fed. She had two
kittens that we were able to get someone to adopt. Meow was the only surviving member or her next litter. She eventually
quit coming around but Meow continued to show up. We fed him and made a place in the garage for him to sleep. He likes to
sleep on my wife’s car. He has had all of his shots and is FIV negative. He is neutered. He is friendly to my wife and myself but
is afraid of everyone else. I think that with a little patience he would make someone an excellent pet. He loves to
have his belly rubbed and will roll over on his back and spread his legs. He used to sleep on my chest but hasn’t in a
while. He always comes when my wife calls him. He loves eggs but just the yoke.
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Meow snuggling with mom. Used with permission of Dacus G.
Note from Robin: From emails with Dacus I believe both cats were "snap tested" and negative for FIV and FeLV (feline
leukemia). Meow has been vaccinated against FeLV since he goes outdoors. He has no contact with FeFe and does not share
litter/food with her.

Meow, a handsome fellow. Used with permission of Dacus G.
We all see stories like FeFe's and Meow's and we feel like we're trapped about what we can do to help, but it's not that tough.
First, transport IS available outside of Georgia! If you live anywhere on the route between Georgia and PA, we
have someone already willing to drive them to your area next month.

Meow, Mr Mellow. Used with permission of Dacus G.
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I can help coordinate paid transports (usually about $75/cat) from GA to points to the northeastern USA. Outside of that area
we can arrange for a pet flight. It may take a bit longer to sort out.

If you're with a non-profit rescue and can take these kitties on, contact ME at
info@kittenassociates.org [2] and we will get the kitties to you. We will also provide at least a
$200 sponsorship (possibly more) towards the cat's care.

FeFe dreaming of her new forever family. Used with permission of Dacus G.

If you're interested in knowing more about either of the cats---they CAN be adopted/rescued
separately because they have not lived together---then contact me at
info@kittenassociates.org [2] If you are seriously interested, fill out our pre-adoption
application. [3] I will be helping screen applicants for Dacus, but my rescue, Kitten Associates
[4], can not be responsible for the cats once they are on transport and arrive at your location.

Please help us get the word out on these deserving and adorable kitties. It would be a great way to honor cats you love by
helping these cats find their home, too. Thank you!
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