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©2011 Maria S. Bobette and family etting ready to leave for Connecticut.
I can't believe it's been over a week since the Pumpkin Patch family arrived from Maria's home in Georgia. This time of year,
it's always more hectic and I had much to do before this family arrived. Even after picking the family up off the transport, the
boys only had an hour break before I packed them up and brought them to my rescue group's Home for the Holidays Adoption
Event! (I left mama, Bobette home to rest. She was very cranky with the boys and I thought some alone time would do her
good).

©2011 Maria S. The transport awaits.
The planning and setup for Adoption Events always leaves me knackered. Someday I hope to have volunteers able to help me
get these things done. My car isn't very big, but it seems as though there's an endless supply of “stuff” that has to be
crammed into it. Things need to be packed, washed, organized, then I have to figure out how many cats there are plus how
many crates needed, plus where is this all going to go and how is it going to get to Choice Pet Supply [1]where the event is
being held?
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©2011 Robin A.F Olson. Would you adopt me?
Irene is my right hand woman. She shows up. She helps. She fills up her car with whatever I ask. She jumps in and chats
people up and tries to get us a few sales or donations. Sam will load up his car, too and help us get the tough things set up,
then he scampers off to work on his own projects. I end up having to design flyers, send out notices to the newspapers-the
online ones, the printed ones. Then the flyers have to be hung up around town, if I can get away long enough to do that.
There's just an amazing amount of work to be done. Meanwhile, there are cats to care for and all their paperwork to fill out,
what vaccination they need, getting them to the vet, vetting potential adopters. No wonder I always seem to be stressed out
and feeling like I don't have enough time in the day.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Cutie!
We got some applications and I met with folks who had emailed me about stopping by to visit the kittens. It was all going well
when all of a sudden, I heard one of the Angel Babies furiously meowing and scratching at the plastic tray bottom of their
crate. As I lifted the cover off the back of their cage, my nostrils were violated by a powerfully nauseating smell. Then, I saw itdiarrhea! Ugh.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Bananas are good fun.
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Irene and I quickly started to clean up the mess. Thankfully the poop wasn't on the bedding in the cage so the cleaning wasn't
difficult. The smell, however, was not going away. I had a small litter pan ready to go. It was too soon into the event to offer it
to the kittens, or so I thought. If one of the kittens had the runs, I figured I'd better give them the litter pan. Seconds after I
placed the pan in the cage, two of the kittens started digging around in the litter. At first I thought they were just bored and
playing with it, but after a few minutes it was clear that another kitten had to let it rip-and so he did.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Jakey the sneak-attack biter!
I truly believe that the U.S. Government should use mooshie cat poop smell as chemical warfare. There is no way troops
wouldn't be quickly offended by the stank and run for the hills! Did we manage to clear the store? YES! It was great at keeping
the crowds down. Just what we needed.
The orange boys did fine. They were bouncing around, having fun. They laid on each other and the three of them started
grooming each other. It was so cute that it made everyone forget the lingering stench, as they crowded around the cage,
“ooo-ing and ahh-ing.”

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Hello! This is Teddy or Mikey. I think it's Teddy.
People would ask me questions about the boys, but like the white kitties, I couldn't tell the orange kitties apart (I am starting
to a week later, though).
Meanwhile, poor Mazie sat forlornly in her cage. She growled a bit so we covered her up. I bravely stuck my hand into her
cage and she started to purr. She forgave me from locking her in a cage by giving me her belly to rub. I felt very guilty about
having her at the event, but she's GOT to find a forever home! She's been with us for a YEAR already and she's such an
awesome cat!
I was grateful when 4pm came so we could pack up and get home. I wanted to lay down and go to sleep right then and there,
but I knew that once we got back I'd have to feed the foster cats, make sure they were all right, then unload the cars and put
things away.
I got the cats fed, but after that my body complained to the point where I just had to sit down for awhile. Unloading the cars
could wait.
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©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Bobette a few moments after arriving.
I also wanted to spend some time with Bobette and the boys. I didn't have a chance to get to know them that morning, so now
was the time.
I let the boys out of their carrier and Bobette looked at them and hissed. She's barely bigger than they are and at certain
times I can't tell which one is the kitten and which is the mother. A few of kittens foolishly went over to their mom and she
attacked them. I don't think she had her claws out, but the sound she made was one of pure rage. I made sure the boys were
fine. They were scared, but ok. I got them all fed. I kept Bobette away from the kittens. I worried that she might attack me, as
well, but she seemed relaxed around me or was it because I was feeding her?
What happened on the transport? Bobette was fine with the boys when she left Georgia, but now she was clearly not
interested in having them near her at all.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Bobette (far right) screams at her boys to get away.
The boys picked at their food, so did Bobette. They'd been eating dry food, softened with water, and I knew I'd have to break
them of the habit; better now than never.
After they ate, the boys ran around. I called Bobette over to me. I was sitting on the bed. She came over and let me pet her.
She climbed into my lap and got comfortable. I cautiously petted her. She relaxed until a kitten would come near her. As that
happened, she'd alert, then growl. She'd lash out if the kitten dared to ignore her warning. I didn't want to lay there with an
angry cat in my lap, but she went right back to relaxing and enjoyed my company. She even rolled over with her belly up in
the air. I took a long look at her. She's very much got an Oriental Shorthair body [2]with a classic orange tabby coat. She's long
and lean with a wedge shaped head, dainty long legs and a long, delicate tail. I didn't see her limping, that would come later.
Right now she was content-if I could just keep the boys away from her.
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©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Weeeee!
I'd seen this behavior before, but never so severe. I wondered if I should crate Bobette, but with her painful leg issue, I
realized that maybe it was her pain that was making her lash out? I asked Dr. Mixon, one of our Vets, about this and he said it
might be typical behavior of the mother pushing the males out of the colony to keep the colony from having inbreeding issues
or...well he wasn't sure. Even after almost a week, she's still aggressive towards them.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Da boyz.
The boys are doing well according to Dr. M. Mikey has a broken tail tip. We don't know when or how it happened, but it's
already healed. Teddy was all right and Jakey was a nightmare getting his vaccines; what a screamer!
Bobette is another story. I see her jumping with some difficulty. She wants to play, but the boys get in her way and she gets
angry. Some times she'll run around the room, clearly having fun, but after a few moments, she starts to limp very badly. Her
drive to do more is hampered by what happened to her leg. She was in an accident of some kind and it's badly
dislocated her kneecap. Dr. M rated it a 4 out of 4; 4 being the most severe. He feels he can correct the problem
with surgery and that the patella (kneecap) shouldn't pop back out. I remembered when we first rescued Bobette that the
folks at Henry County said they couldn't get her to eat for four days. Perhaps she'd just been hit by a car? Perhaps that had
something to do with her inability to provide for her six kittens? I can't seem to let go that we lost three babies. I want to
know why they died so we can prevent that from happening again. I know I'll never know why they're gone, but maybe
the trauma their Mother suffered had something to do with it?
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©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Lanky, lean and lovely-Bobette.
The surgery would cost $2500.00. I'm NOT going to ask for donations. What I really need is FOOD, LITTER and
some NEW TOYS for this family and for the Angel Babies. I'll be setting up a ChipIn to ask for donations for our Food &
Fun Fund soon. I have to wrap my head around what Dr Mixon told me the rescue price would be for the surgery,
first.
Anyone want to guess?
He's going to charge us $100.00. That's not a typo. ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS! When he first told me, I thought I
was going to cry. I knew we have no where NEAR $2500.00 in our bank account and I was guessing he'd charge
us around $1500.00. When he said, $100.00 I asked him to make sure that's what he wanted and he said to just
put the word out about his Practice and help folks get to know him. After the surgery is done early next year, I'll be
writing more about Dr. Mixon and his practice. [3] For now, I'm very grateful we have his services to depend on and that when
we do have money, it will last us much longer. Dr. Mixon also doesn't charge us an exam fee for rescue cats as long as we
don't take advantage of his time. We just keep it to a few hours a month. So far, it's worked great.
Without the burden of a huge Vet bill, I can focus on helping Bobette recover. She'll have to have three weeks of
cage rest and three weeks of low activity. Instead of going to AID, which was the original plan, Bobette will have to stay
here for awhile, until she's better.
This poor girl; she's barely a year old and what hell she's been through in such a short time. You know me, I'll do whatever I
can to help her go from “Meh to MEOW!”
In the meantime, I have about 12 other kitties I need to find forever homes for!
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