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Foster Cat Journal: Broken
Mon, 2009-12-28 16:18 — Robin Olson
Caring for seven sick cats is killing me. Between their care, my own cats and the f-ing holiday stuff, I am so exhausted and sick
it's scaring me.
Yesterday, Super Deb came over with a care bag full of things to help Cupid, our Mama kitty, feel better. Deb gave her sub-Q
fluids, as her temp was 104.1°F. Cupid hadn't eaten much, has the runs, is lethargic and limp. It breaks my heart. I've tried a
gillion different foods to tempt her. We ended up force feeding her, then she ate a bit on her own.
Today the gang was slated to go to the Vet for a re-check. I was figuring Mama needed more care than I can give her. This
morning I had to get up early because Sam had to leave for NYC. I need him to help me medicate the cats, so I got up. I was
so tired, I felt delirious. All I wanted to do was go back to bed, but I couldn't.
At least Cupid ate for me, which was a big surprise. I was very happy to see that, but she's still not “right.” The kittens are
getting snottier and I'm still having trouble getting Donner to eat consistently. They all look like shit-this is after five days of
meds. Great.
After I took care of all the cats and I fed myself, I went back to bed to sleep as long as I could before I had to pack up and get
going. I had a bad dream. I was with some family, I was in a huge house. I didn't know where I was and I was frantically trying
to get my iPhone to show me my GPS location. It said I was in Louisiana or Mississippi, but not sure...then I tried to call Shelby
to come and help me but I couldn't get a call out. I woke up feeling worse than I did when I went to sleep.
As I got dressed, I heard vomiting. Petunia spewed a two foot trail ALL OVER MY BED, then more on the floor. I had to strip the
bedding and get it washed, great.
Then I had to hurry up and get the cats into their carriers. This is the part where I either skip ahead or just tell the truth...I
thought I had to fart, but it was not a fart...oh no. You can guess the rest. I had to RACE into the bathroom to clean up and
change my clothes. Yes, I have the runs from not eating or not eating well and not getting enough sleep. I was running late,
getting angry, then of course...I flush the toilet and I can tell it's going to back up and FLOOD all over the floor. I get the water
turned off before it's too late. I can't find the f-ing plunger, so I just leave it. I'm already 15 minutes late.
I try to go slow, take a deep breath, so I don't let the momentum of all this stuff get me into an accident. I make it to the Vet's
a few minutes late. Not a big deal.
The big deal is Cupid. Though her fever has broken, she has a great deal of fluid in her abdomen. Her kidneys are small. They
took x-rays to confirm. It took three people to hold her down to get a blood sample. The Vet said something about her veins
being blue before she even touched them..that it was weird. She also told me that Cupid is more like FIVE, instead of 1-2another LIE from the good old south.
Cupid could be sick from parasites. One of the kittens has tapeworm. They all got treated for it. I hope that's the only problem
going on because the head Vet came into the exam room and said that it's possible Cupid has kidney disease. If she does, it
may mean there is nothing they can do and that Cupid will have to be euthanized.
I was not ready to hear that. Would I ever be? I asked her if money was not an issue, if we could help save Cupid's life. She
said “maybe,” but even money may not be able to give her the chance at ever surviving.
I ask myself, what have I done? If I hadn't taken Cupid, she would be dead. I saved her life only to take it a few weeks later? Is
that how this is going to play out?
I haven't even mentioned Comet-who lost her adopter and Rudy, who lost his, too. No one wants to wait. Both cats are still
snotty and sick. Caring for them consists of me feeding and medicating them. That's it. I can't spend any time with them. I
can't give them what I don't have.
I need help. I really need this to be done. I need Cupid to not be deathly ill, for the damn kittens to start bouncing back and
eating well. I need Comet and Rudy to be in another home so they can get some love and attention they deserve.
I need some sleep. I need some good food and I need for there to STOP being f-ing problems with all the cats.
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Mon, 2009-12-28 17:21 — Sunnys Mom [14]

quick note

[15]

RobinJust wanted to send a quick note and say that the two kittens I was nursing had kidney failure/disease.
That is not a reason to euthanize a kitten. There is tons online about this. I think Vets say this because most
people are not prepared to do the work it will take to keep them healthy....but it is not a terminal disease in
a kitten. Zoe completely bounced back from kidney failure....and Phoebe was in recovery.
JEEZ, I wish I was there to HELP YOU!
Isn't there another foster Mama that can give you help????????????????
Mon, 2009-12-28 17:24 — Sunnys Mom [14]

read wrong...

[16]

Sorry, I read too quickly. I see the Mama Cat may have kidney disease.
Well, if they can support her with fluids etc until she feels better she may be OK with the
right diet. Shit. I am so sorry!
Mon, 2009-12-28 17:32 — Lizzie (not verified)

Hoping for Better Things

[17]

Hello again, Robin. I'm sorry it's still going badly for you. I hope very much that some of your local friends are able to give a
hand (wish I was local, but I'm several thousand miles away!).
I am thinking of you and hoping things will improve quickly. Hang in there - there are people who care!
Mon, 2009-12-28 18:11 — Miareeva (not verified)

I can't even begin to imagine

[18]

I can't even begin to imagine how you feel. Just know I am sending warm, fuzzy, healing thoughts to you and the kitties. I hope
everything & everyone gets better really quickly.
Mon, 2009-12-28 21:12 — meyerzone [19]

read your email

[20]

just sent you an email to see if i can help
Tue, 2009-12-29 00:18 — purpie [21]

Dear Robin

[22]

I'm so sorry you're having such a rough time. I understand how hard this time of year can be. This is only my second
Christmas since losing my mother and I still can't even write this without crying, much less, talk about it. Obviously having
sick kitties makes it much worse, both physically caring for them as well as emotionally. And as someone who reads your blog
I know you can be very hard on yourself. Sometimes you have to make an effort to think positively. Look at all of the good
you've done. I know it's corny but the next time the frustration hits you try reading Sockelganger's Christmas Tweet. ( this is
the best day ever ok fine every day so far has been the best day ever ang ang ang love you mr shakymouse love you
everyone) YOU DID THIS! You took a kitten with no future and gave him a wonderful life. You've probably done it many times
for cats that don't Tweet. Try giving yourself permission to feel good. I know it's not easy but I want you to feel better & I'm
just too far away to give you a hug!
Tue, 2009-12-29 00:18 — Lisa (not verified) [23]

Hugs & Prayers

[24]

2

Know you are in our prayers, Robin. I wish I was closer... I don't have the words, so just... (((Robin)))
Tue, 2009-12-29 01:33 — acninee

[25]

Sometimes courage is putting

[26]

Sometimes courage is putting 2 feet on the floor in the morning.
You are exhibiting as much courage as anyone I've ever encountered.
Tue, 2009-12-29 11:23 — angie (not verified) [27]

oh dear

[28]

it doesn't seem that thing are working themselves out after all... not yet anyway. i wish i could help out and not just say things
like "hang in there." but yes, think about all the kitties you HAVE helped along the way. maybe you can't save them all, and
cupid may be too sick, but it is by NO fault of your own. just do what you can for these little guys. and take care of yourself
too!
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