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A Day with Little Cara
Thu, 2011-06-16 08:01 — Robin Olson [1]
After a long chat with Cara's Internist, instead of going straight to a third endoscopy, we're giving Cara yet another round of
Clavamox to treat her high White Blood Cell Count for about 10 days. Cara's also on a special diet, which I pushed back on,
(you know how fussy I am about diet)! But after looking at the ingredients and realizing it was only for three weeks, I decided it
was all right. Well, feeding her the special diet was ok. That it cost $52 for one case, well, I was not too happy with that!

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Little cutie in the tunnel.
Cara's been back home with me and her Mama, Mazie and siblings Polly and Chester after staying with her foster mom for two
weeks. Everyone got along well. Mazie licked Cara's face as a way to welcome her back. Cara is still half the size of her family,
but I can see that Cara has grown some, too.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Cara with Mama-Mazie.
Cara still has that big, sad-eyed look and she still shakes her head and licks at her mouth. After being here for a day or so, she
vomited again and was a bit lethargic. The next day she was brighter and ate well. She's still not vibrant, in the way her
siblings are, but she's starting to explore more of her surroundings now that she can leave her foster room and meet my cats.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. What a face!
Cara doesn't go too far. She'll stay upstairs and nap or sniff around my bedroom. I think the stairs are tough for her because
she's still so small. She can't race down the steps the way Polly is accustomed to doing and I think seeing my HUGE cats
makes her a bit shy.
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I've noticed she's starting to purr more frequently. I think the clavamox might be helping her. In some respects, she is stable, but
she is clearly still struggling with something. The constant head shaking and mouth licking must mean she's feeling queasy or
her tummy is acting up.
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When it's all said and done, I know in two more weeks, when Cara has completed eating the special diet, we'll have to re-visit
getting her spayed and doing endoscopy and biopsy at the same time OR they may say we can't spay her for the time being

and just focus on doing further examinations of her digestive tract.

©2011 Robin A.F. Olson. Cara and Mama.
In a few days it will mark SIX MONTHS since this family first arrived. Six months and they are ALL still here. I try not to beat
myself up about how many cats I could have helped if I could have gotten this family out of her faster. I'm devoted to the cats
that are in my care. They are all getting to a point where they can be adopted. It would be great to see them get out of here. The
price I've had to pay is that my own cats are angry and frustrated having newcomers running around and every day we find a
new, horrifying place where one of them has decided to pee.
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We may have more SSSCATS [2] than anyone else in the world. There are Feliway [3] diffusers everywhere. Some of my cats
are making friends with the fosters, but even those cats we've caught marking. I know the best solution is to get the fosters OUT
and give my own cats a break-especially with Bob having cancer. I think more quiet time would be good for him, too.
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While I wonder when we'll finally get Cara's health issues sorted out and find her a home, something lovely happened. One of
the fosters MAY be getting adopted in a few days. I don't want to jinx it, but it's looking very good. I wish I had more adopters
like this family. If they go through with the adoption, I'll let you know just how wonderful they are in more detail.
For now, I'll just enjoy the company of the fosters and their crazy antics with a roll of paper towels and odor neutralizer in hand.
We're still trying to raise enough funds to cover Cara's endoscopy in a few weeks. She looks bright and well, but
she, like most cats, is very good at masking illness. She weighs just over 4 1/2 pounds. The normal weight for a cat
her age is 6 to 8 pounds.

Comments
Thu, 2011-06-16 16:42 — Catnonymouse (not verified)

Cara's weight
Don't despair of Cara's low weight. I know it's important that she pack on the pounds as much as possible (well, up to a point of
course) while she's still so young, and once you get whateer's wrong all taken care of, I'm sure she will, BUT if it makes you
feel any better, I once had a girl kitty I picked out of her litter, who never weighed more than six pounds her entire life and she
lived to be 17.
One of the cats I have now has that sad-eyed look too. I finally realized it's just the way she looks up with her eyes more than
lifting her heard. Sure will will tug at the heartstrings, though.
Thu, 2011-06-16 11:44 — Sally (not verified)

Cara
I've never seen a kitty with such huge, luminous eyes. Paws crossed for her health!
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